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7. Why does God allow evil? 

 

      It is important to note that God did not create the world with any evil. The history of the Bible 

presents the historical narrative of Adam and Eve so we would know how sin and evil entered the world. 

Scripture is very clear where sin comes from, “Let no one say when he is tempted, ‘I am being tempted 

by God,’ for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. But each person is 

tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. Then desire when it has conceived gives birth 

to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death.” (James 1:13-15) It is also very important to 

remember that God will one day completely remove all evil from the world. Judgment Day is the time 

when God will remove all sin, death, and evil. He will at that time completely restore the paradise lost in 

the garden (Revelations 20:1-21:8) “But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a 

new earth in which righteousness dwells.” (2 Peter 3:13) All history is moving toward that climactic Day. 

Until then, God is having mercy on humanity (2 Peter 3:9).  

      

The Bible presents Adam and Eve with the ability to choose. The ability to make moral decisions 

is part of being made in God’s image. Many will ask why God created man with the ability to choose evil. 

The answer lies in the fact that their choice had to be a real choice with real consequences. This 

necessitated a test – God chose to test them with a tree (Genesis 2:17). Notice that God did not tempt 

them with any sin, he only tested them with a tree to see if they would obey (James 1:13-15). They 

choose poorly. The result was sin. The history of humanity reveals a consistent record that humanity has 

chosen poorly. One could ask why God had to put them to the test. Here we need to understand that 

God is the sovereign Lord who decided it would be this way. Ultimately, he is the sovereign creator who 

makes all things for his glory. God uses evil and calamity to accomplish his plans (Isaiah 45:7). He uses 

evil for his glory in several ways: (1) God is glorified as he helps men to overcome evil (Psalm 50:15; 

Romans 12:21). (2) He is glorified when he stops evil, “It was I who kept you from sinning against me.” 

(Genesis 20:6) God is glorified as he puts an end of evil through his judgment (Isaiah 26:9). (3) He is 

glorified when he uses it as a judgment. The punishment for sin is more sin (Romans 1:22-32). (4) He is 

glorified when he turns it around for good, “As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for 

good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today.” (Genesis 50:20) “And 

we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called 

according to His purpose.” (Romans 8:28) (5) The ultimate example of this is Jesus’ death and 

resurrection on the cross. No one ever experienced such unfair treatment. No one was ever that 

innocent of all sin and undeserving of torture and death. Yet, the Lord Jesus Christ willingly took the 

penalty of death on the cross so that by his stripes lost sinners could be healed (Isaiah 53). God is not a 

cruel God who uses evil, but does not care. Rather, he is the God who uses evil and has personally 

experienced it on the cross so that those who deserve its consequences could be forgiven. “For our sake 

he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” (2 

Corinthians 5:21) The cross is the greatest example of how God is glorified by overcoming evil. Thus, we 

see God uses even evil for his glory.  
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Bible passages to read: James 1; Genesis 50; Philippians 2:1-11 

 

Questions to ponder: 

1. What is the biblical historical account of how evil entered the world? 

2. What is the world’s answer for why there is evil in the world? 

3. What is the difference between God testing and Satan tempting? 

4. How is God glorified by allowing evil?  

5. Where does evil come from according to James 1:13-15?  

 


